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This month at our             

Fraternity meeting 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
May our Lord grant us His peace and mercy! 
 
This month our meeting will be Saturday, December 17th. We will meet at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. Here is the schedule for the meeting: 
 
• 8:00 am—8:30 am, Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer (in classroom 3); 
• 9:00 am—10:30 am, Food Pantry; 
• 10:30 am—11:30 am, Initial Formation (in classroom 3); 
• No Mass this month; 
• 11:30 pm, meal, fellowship and fraternity business (in classroom 3); 
• 12:00 pm, Ongoing formation (in classroom 3); 
• 2:00 pm, meeting ends. 
 
For Initial Formation, Spenser and Charlie will be studying Chapter 14, A     
Rebuilding Task, with Ron. Mark will be studying Chapter 26, Universal     
Kingship, with Paul and Kathy. All the professed members are encouraged 
and expected to help with the initial formation. Thank you for your love and 
support. 
 
For Ongoing Formation, we will have presentations from Paul and Kathy 
about their pilgrimage to Lourdes and Fatima. Mark will give a presentation 
about his two month walking pilgrimage from Switzerland to Rome. 
 
I pray that everyone receives a multitude of graces and blessings during this 
advent season. Pax et bonum! 
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From our last Fraternity Meeting 
At our last meeting, we started with Liturgy of the Hours, Morning Prayer. Then we opened the food pantry 
and delivered turkeys and all the trimmings for a thanksgiving dinner. Thank you to Janie Garza OFS for  
donating the turkeys for those in need.  
 
We weren't able to have initial formation as the candidates were not present but we used the time to    
review the chapter together. After the initial formation, we renewed our commitment to our profession 
followed by praying the Franciscan Crown Rosary. We prayed for the souls of our deceased members.   
 
We had a quick meal and good fellowship. We also discussed getting together for a Christmas dinner. We 
didn’t decide where or when to do this.  
 
Ongoing formation was continued on prayer. Betty led the formation. Everyone was engaged in the         
discussion. I believe we learned more about having a prayer life as Franciscans. Thank you Betty for     
bringing this formation to us. We are better for it.  

 

FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN! 

EVERYONE COME! 

Brothers and sisters this month we will open the food 
pantry  as we usually do. The pantry will open at 9:00 
am. We will distribute food until 10:30 am or until the 
food is gone which ever comes first. There are many 
families that depend on the generosity of those at the 
food pantry. Thank you so much for your love and   
support. 

JUSTICE, PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION 

Brothers and sisters there is so much taking place in the world 
that requires our attention and prayers. As Franciscans we      
concern ourselves with all of God’s creation.  
 
The mission of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation is to assist 
the professed Secular Franciscans as they reflect on their          
relationship with God as manifested in the fruits of conversion in 
their lives. This with special regard to the daily choices made in 
the areas of justice, peace making and respect for all created 
things and people; as brothers and sisters of penance, bringing 
life to the Gospel and the Gospel to Life.  Please pray for those       

suffering with poor mental 

health and issues leading 

to poor mental health 
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Advent Calendar 
 SUNDAY   MONDAY   TUESDAY   WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY 

27          Pray for 
much needed 
patience as 
we begin the 
season of 
Joyful 
waiting. 

  

  28          Pray for 
those who look 
for hope in 
God’s promises. 

  
29        Pray for 

all  who watch 
and wait for 
the coming of 
the Lord at 
Christmas. 

  30        Pray that I 
might be God’s 
messenger of Hope 
to someone in 
need. 

  1          Pray that 
people of all races 
and culture find 
comfort under the        
protection of our 
Lady’s mantle. 

  
2        Pray for 
those who 
respond to 
the Lord’s 
call to    
follow him. 

  3        Pray for      
the ability to  
contemplate life 
amid all the    
hustle and bustle. 

  4         Pray for 
the poor, the 
broken 
hearted, and 
for all who 
support then 
in a joyful 
spirit. 

  5          Pray for 
those who work 
for peace and 
justice, and the 
integrity of   
creation. 

  6          Pray for all 
people who 
suffer from 
AIDS and for 
those who care 
for them. 

  7         Pray that each 
person might     
respond YES to 
God’s will for them. 

  8         Pray for 
those who are 
sick with        
Coronavirus, and 
for those who 
have died. 

  9         Pray for 
simple and 
humble  
people who 
witness 
God’s grace 
to others. 

  10          Pray for     
prisoners and 
those held in 
captive, that they 
may know liberty. 

  11          Pray for 
missionaries 
and all who 
preach the 
Good News 
by the       
witness of 
their lives. 

  12         Pray for 
teachers and 
mentors, may 
they be        
enthusiastic in 
sharing their 
wisdom. 

  13         Pray for 
writers, artists 
and musicians 
who use their 
talents in God’s 
service. 

  14         Pray for 
healthcare workers 
who are still battling 
the Coronavirus, and 
all first responders 
that they may be   
protected by God’s 
hand. 

  15         Pray for civic 
and religious 
leaders that they 
may bring hope 
to a weary world. 

  16         Pray for 
Pope Francis 
and all who 
serve the 
Church in 
Leadership. 

  17         Pray for 
those who are 
lonely, anxious, 
sad, and          
depressed       
especially during 
this time of the 
year. 

  18         Pray for 
those       
consumed by 
the busyness 
of the   
Christmas 
Rush, grant 
them peace. 

  19         Pray for 
those whose 
lives have been 
upended by the 
Corona virus. 

  20         Pray for 
that Christmas 
lights might 
remind us to 
be lights to 
others. 

  21         Pray for all the 
members of our  
fraternity who     
support each other 
in prayer and all the 
needy and poor at 
the food pantry. 

  22         Pray for 
yourself, that 
you may realize 
how much you 
are loved by 
God who        
created you. 

  23         Pray for 
all           
Franciscan 
Friars and 
Sisters who 
minister in 
the Holy 
Land. 

  24         Pray for all 
who celebrate 
Christ’s birth, 
that they may 
know true joy 
and peace. 

2022 
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Traditional Franciscan    
Calendar for December 

 Month of the Incarnation  

1. Bl Marie-Angele Astorch, Virgin, Capuchin religious, d. 1665 
2. Bl. Raphael Chylinski, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1741 
3. St. Francis Xavier, Priest, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious Institute, Martyr, 1623 
4. Bl. Francois Galves, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, Martyr 1623 
5. Bl. Peter of Siena, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1289 
6. Bl. Elisabeth la Bonne, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1420 
7. Bl. Louis Beltrame Quattrocchi, Confessor, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1951 
8. Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Patroness of the Seraphic Order, Holy Day of Obligation, Plenary Indulgence 
for tertiaries and cordbearers 
9. Bl. Delphine de Glandeves, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1360 
10. Bl. Conrad of Offida, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1306 
11. Bl. Hugolinus Magalotti, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1373 
12. Discovery of the tomb of St. Francis 1820 
13. Bl. Pius Bartosik, Priest, Conventual religious, Martyr 1941 
14. Bl. Barthole Buonpedini, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1300 
15. Mary Queen of the Seraphic Order 
16. Bl. Honorat de Biala, Priest, Capuchin religious, d. 1916 
17. Bl. Francois Bell, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, Martyr 1643 
18. Bl. Mary Francis Schervier, Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d. 
1876 
19. Bl. Jean Discalceat, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1349 
20. Bl. Antoine Galvao, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1822 
21. St. Raphael Kalinowski, Priest, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1907 
22. St. Francis Xavier Cabrini, Virgin, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 
1917 
23. Bl. Nicolas Factor, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1583 
24. Bl. Bentivolio of Bonio, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1231 
25. Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Holy Day of Obligation 
26. St. Albert Chmielowski, Confessor, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d. 
1916 
27. Bl. Matthia Nazzarei, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1320 
28. Feast of the Holy Innocents 
29. Bl Gerard Cagnoli, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1342 
30. Bl. Margaret Colonna, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1280 
31. St. Gaspard Buffalo, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1836; Plenary Indulgence (Chant the Te Deum in 
public) 

https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-peter-of-siena.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-peter-of-siena.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-conrad-of-offida.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-conrad-of-offida.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-hugolinus-magalotti.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-hugolinus-magalotti.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-frances-schervier.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-frances-schervier.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-frances-schervier.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-frances-xavier-cabrini.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-frances-xavier-cabrini.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-frances-xavier-cabrini.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-nicholas-factor.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-nicholas-factor.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-bentivolio-buoni.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-bentivolio-buoni.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-matthia-nazzarei.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-matthia-nazzarei.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gerard-cagnoli.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gerard-cagnoli.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-margaret-colonna.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-margaret-colonna.html
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Solemnity of the 

Immaculate     
Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin 
Mary:                  

The Franciscan 
Connection 

On December 8, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, especially significant for Franciscans, as under this title we honor Mary as patroness of our Order. 
Mary is also venerated under this title as patroness of the United States of America, the Philippines, and a 
number of other countries. 
 

Francis sees Mary as God’s grace in the world 
Francis himself was especially devoted to Mary, seeing in her the prime manifestation of the working of 
God’s grace in the world. He prays to her in his “Salutation”: “Hail, O Lady, Holy Queen, Mary, holy Mother 
of God, who are Virgin made Church, chosen by the most Holy Father in heaven, whom he consecrated 
with His most holy beloved Son and with the Holy Spirit the Paraclete, in whom there was and is all fullness 
of grace and every good.”  
 

Franciscan John Duns Scotus’s theology of the Immaculate Conception 
It was the Franciscan John Duns Scotus who finally developed the theological arguments that explained 
how Mary could indeed possess this “fullness of grace” by being preserved from all sin from the very first 
moments of her existence. For a detailed analysis of Scotus’s arguments in defense of the Immaculate  
Conception of Mary in the context of medieval theology, read an article by Noel Muscat, OFM.  
 

Liturgical feast spreads around the world  

Ever since 1477, the Franciscan Order has celebrated the liturgical feast of the Immaculate Conception, and 
it gradually spread to many other parts of the Church. Finally, in 1854, Pius IX, a Secular Franciscan,         
solemnly proclaimed: “The most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her conception, by a singular 
grace and privilege granted by almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the savior of the human 
race, was preserved free from all stain of original sin.”  

http://www.christendom-awake.org/pages/marian/scotus&immac.htm
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Mary’s debt to God and her Son 
As Mary Beth Ingham nicely summarizes the significance of this teaching:         
“Scotus argues that Mary’s innocence does not do away with her need for       
liberation. Rather, to be preserved from sin from the outset is a greater gift than 
when one sins and is restored to wholeness. In the Immaculate Conception, 
Mary’s debt to God and to her Son is the greatest debt of all: the debt of her full 
human dignity. This debt is repaid by human gratitude, the debt of love. . . In 
Scotus’s vision, it is the abundance of grace that takes center stage, a grace     
always at work in the created order, because God's loving presence is dynamic 
and life-giving.”  

God’s grace triumphs over sin and death 
What happened in Mary demonstrates that God’s grace is always prior to and eventually triumphs over the 
power of sin and death. May we all, like Mary, “fully welcome God and His merciful grace into our 
life” (Pope Francis).  
 

Franciscans sing Marian antiphon 
We also include here the beautiful Marian antiphon, “Tota Puchra Es,” traditionally sung in Franciscan 
houses every Saturday in honor of the Immaculate Conception. Translation: 
 
You are all beautiful, Mary [repeated] 
and the original stain (of sin) is not in you [repeated] 
You are the glory of Jerusalem, 
you are the joy of Israel, 
you give honor to our people. 
You are the advocate of sinners. 
O Mary, [repeated] 
Virgin most prudent, 
Mother most merciful. 
Pray for us, 
Plead for us, 
To the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Author: 
Dominic Monti 

Dominic V. Monti, OFM, is a Franciscan Friar of Holy Name Province (USA) and currently 
professor of Franciscan Research in the Franciscan Institute of St. Bonaventure University. A 
native of nearby Bradford, PA, he was educated at St. Bonaventure (BA); after joining the 
Order, he attended the Catholic University of America (STB), Union Theological Seminary, 
NY (STM), and the Divinity School of the University of Chicago (PhD). He devoted the   

greater part of his ministry to teaching the History of Christianity, in particular the history of the Franciscan 
movement. He has contributed two volumes to the Works of St. Bonaventure series and is author of Francis 
& His Brothers, a popular history of the Friars Minor. He is spiritual assistant to a federation of Poor Clares 
and the Franciscan Secular Institute, the Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVCEjgQ4Kp4
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Lessons from                     
St. Francis and 

St. Clare 

How Saint Clare while she was ill was miraculously carried to the 
Church of Saint Francis on the night of the Feast of Christmas and 
heard the Office there 
 
 Once Saint Clare was seriously ill, so that she could not go to say the Office in church with the other 
nuns. When the solemnity of the Nativity of Christ arrived, all the others went to matins, and she remained 
in bed, unhappy that she could not go together with the others to have that spiritual consolation. But Jesus 
Christ, her spouse, not wishing to leave her this way without consolation, had her miraculously carried to 
the Church of Saint Francis to be present for the whole Office of matins and the night Mass, and besides 
this, to receive Holy Communion, and then had her carried back to her bed. 
  
 When the Office in San Damiano was finished and the nuns returned to Saint Clare, they said to her: 
“O  Sister Clare, our Mother, what great consolation we’ve had on this Holy Nativity! If only it pleased God 
that you could have been with us!” And Saint Clare replied: “My sisters and dearest daughters, I give thanks 
and praise to Our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, because I have been present to all the solemnities of this holy 
night, and at greater ones than you have been, with much consolation to my soul, for by the intercession of 
my father Saint Francis and by the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, with the ears of my body and spirit I 
heard the whole Office and the music of the organ there and in that very place I received Holy Communion. 
Therefore, rejoice and that God for such grace shown to me.”  
 

To the praise of Jesus Christ 
And the little poor man Francis. 

Amen. 
(Source: FA Vol. 3, The Prophet, pg. 626) 
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HIS DEVOTION TO THE LORD'S NATIVITY 
AND HOW HE THEN WANTED ALL TO RECEIVE ASSISTANCE 

 He used to observe the Nativity of the Child Jesus with an immense eagerness above all other      
solemnities, affirming it was the Feast of Feasts, when God was made a little child and hung on human 
breasts. He would kiss the images of the baby's limbs thinking of hunger, and the melting compassion of 
his heart toward the child also made him stammer sweet words as babies do. This name was to him 
like honey and honeycomb in his mouth. 
 When there was discussion about not eating meat, because it was on Friday, he replied to Brother 
Morico: "You sin, brother, when you call 'Friday' the day when unto us a Child is born. Is 9:6 I want even the 
walls to eat meat on that day, and if they cannot, at least on the outside they be rubbed with grease!" 
 He wanted the poor and hungry to be filled by the rich, and oxen and asses to be spoiled with extra 
feed and hay. "If ever I speak with the Emperor," he would say, "I will beg him to issue a general decree 
that all who can should throw wheat and grain along the roads, so that on the day of such a great           
solemnity the birds may have an abundance, especially our sisters the larks." 
 He could not recall without tears the great want surrounding the little, poor Virgin on that day. One 
day when he was sitting down to dinner a brother mentioned the poverty of the blessed Virgin, and        
reflected on the want of Christ her Son. No sooner had he heard this than he got up from the                    
table, groaning with sobs of pain, and bathed in tears ate the rest of his bread on the naked ground. He 
used to say this must be a royal virtue, since it shone so remarkably in a King and Queen. 
 When the brothers were debating in a gathering about which of the virtues made one a greater 
friend to Christ, he replied, as if opening the secret of his heart: "My sons, know that poverty is the        
special way to salvation;  Acts 16:17 its fruits are many, and known only to a few." (Source: FA, Vol. 2 The 
Founder, pgs. 374-375) 
 
Dear brothers and sisters,  
 I am sharing these 2 stories to inspire us when we think about the Incarnation of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. I particularly want to focus on His coming to us. The questions are: how do we celebrate Christmas 
in our life, our home? What sort of traditions do we have in order to celebrate Jesus’ birth? Where are we 
now this Advent? Lets have something to share at our fraternity meeting this month. Pax et bonum! 

  

 St. Francis of Assisi had a special devotion to the Child Jesus, and he is credited with creating the 
first nativity scene on Christmas Eve of the year 1223. It is believed that St. Francis was first   
inspired by this idea after visiting the historical place of Christ's birth on a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land—the humble stable in a Bethlehem cave.  
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The Story of St. Francis of Assisi and the First Nativity Scene, 
as told by St. Bonaventure 

 

ST. FRANCIS' DEVOTION TO THE BABY JESUS 
 

St. Francis of Assisi had a special devotion to the Child Jesus, and he is credited with creating the first nativity 
scene on Christmas Eve of the year 1223. 

 
It is believed that St. Francis was first inspired by this idea after visiting the historical place of Christ's birth 
on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land—the humble stable in a Bethlehem cave. It is likely this event which    
deepened his devotion to the Child Jesus, who was born into the world in such poverty, humility, and       
simplicity. In fact, Francis founded his new religious Order to imitate these very virtues.   
 

THE FIRST NATIVITY SCENE 
 
St. Francis recreated the scene of Christ's birth in a special ritual and Mass he held inside of a cave in    
Greccio, Italy, inviting both his fellow friars and the townspeople to join in the celebration. 
 
Later he told a friend why he desired to create the first nativity scene in his town: 
 

“I want to do something that will recall the memory of that Child who was born in           
Bethlehem, to see with bodily eyes the inconveniences of his infancy, how he lay in the  
manger, and how the ox and ass stood by." 
 

He set up an empty manger (the feeding trough of farm animals which served as Jesus' crib) inside a cave, 
and even included a live ox and donkey beside the manger just as it was believed to have happened on that 
first Christmas night. Through these visual aids he wanted everyone to impress more deeply into their    
understanding how Christ came into the world in such poverty and simplicity. This was a typical perspective 
of St. Francis' unique charism of simple, poverty-centered spirituality. 
 
It is also said that St. Francis—who was radically devoted to the virtue of evangelical poverty—was inspired 
to recreate the original nativity scene to overcome the rampant greed and materialism prevalent at that 
time in Italy. 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/story-francis-assisi-first-navity-scene-5955
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/story-francis-assisi-first-navity-scene-5955
https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-francis-of-assisi-c581/
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ST. BONAVENTURE TELLS THE STORY 
 
St. Bonaventure (1221 - 1274), a follower and contemporary of St. Francis, has given us a complete account 
of the night of the first live nativity scene: 
 

It happened in the third year before his death, that in order to excite the inhabitants of    
Grecio to commemorate the nativity of the Infant Jesus with great devotion, [St. Francis]   
determined to keep it with all possible solemnity; and lest he should be accused of lightness 
or novelty, he asked and obtained the permission of the sovereign Pontiff. Then he prepared 
a manger, and brought hay, and an ox and an ass to the place appointed. 
 
The brethren were summoned, the people ran together, the forest resounded with their 
voices, and that venerable night was made glorious by many and brilliant lights and sonorous 
psalms of praise." 

 
What a beautiful scene! Each time we meet at our churches for a nativity pageant or live nativity scene, or 
around a nativity decoration for a time of prayer, we are participating in a centuries-old Catholic tradition. 
 
St. Bonaventure goes on to talk about St. Francis of Assisi's personal devotion to the Baby Jesus that 
sparked this event: 
 

“The man of God [St. Francis] stood before the manger, full of devotion and piety, bathed in 
tears and radiant with joy; the Holy Gospel was chanted by Francis, the Levite of Christ. Then 
he preached to the people around the nativity of the poor King; and being unable to utter His 
name for the tenderness of His love, He called Him the Babe of Bethlehem." 

 

ST. FRANCIS' VISION OF THE CHILD JESUS 
 
The first nativity scene is also associated with an apparition of the Baby Jesus to those gathered with St. 
Francis on that day. This must have been Jesus' way of giving his praise and blessing to the nativity scene, 
which was a novelty in its time and had never been done before. 
 
Again, St. Bonaventure continues the story, 
 

“A certain valiant and veracious soldier, Master John of Grecio, who, for the love of Christ, 
had left the warfare of this world, and become a dear friend of this holy man, affirmed that 
he beheld an Infant marvellously beautiful, sleeping in the manger, Whom the blessed       
Father Francis embraced with both his arms, as if he would awake Him from sleep. 
 
This vision of the devout soldier is credible, not only by reason of the sanctity of him that 
saw it, but by reason of the miracles which afterwards confirmed its truth. 
 
For example of Francis, if it be considered by the world, is doubtless sufficient to excite all 
hearts which are negligent in the faith of Christ; and the hay of that manger, being preserved 
by the people, miraculously cured all diseases of cattle, and many other pestilences; God 
thus in all things glorifying his servant, and witnessing to the great efficacy of his holy prayers 
by manifest prodigies and miracles." 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-bonaventure-c2095/
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Pictures from around the Fraternity—Pax et Bonum! 

Franciscans on their Journey 
Stephanie made a pilgrimage to Mexico to visit Our Lady of Guadalupe and Charlie journeyed to Alabama 
to visit his family. 
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VIVA LA VIRGEN DE GUADALUPE! 
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Las Posadas: A Mexican Christmas Tradition 
By Christopher Heffron 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

—Photo by David Maung  

 The story of Christ’s birth has been told and 
retold so many times it could have lost its luster   
generations ago. But it hasn’t—not even close. If   
anything, in this world of war, famine and natural 
disasters, holding on to something as simple and      
as singularly important as the Nativity story is a     
necessity to our faith. 
 
 And perhaps nowhere on earth is the Nativity 
story told with more flourish and faith-based         
exuberance than in the annual celebration of Las  
Posadas, a tradition held throughout Mexico and 
Guatemala. 
 
 A holy history lesson: The roots of Las           
Posadas stretch deeply into Latin culture. It           
originated in Spain, but it’s been a yearly celebration 
throughout Mexico for over 400 years. The tradition 
commemorates Mary and Joseph’s difficult journey 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of a warm 
place to stay the night. (Posadas is Spanish for 
“lodgings ” or “accommodations. “) 
 
 Beginning on December 16 and ending         
nine days later, on December 24, Las                                 
Posadas commemorates the nine months of Mary’s 
pregnancy. Each night, one family agrees to house 
the pilgrims. And so it begins: At dusk, a procession 

of the faithful takes to the streets with children often 
dressed as angels and shepherds. Religious figures, 
images and lighted candles are a part of the           
festivities. 
 
 The group representing the Holy Family stands 
outside a series of houses, singing songs, asking for 
lodging. They are refused time and again until the 
group reaches the designated house. Finally, the  
travelers are permitted to enter. Prayer and song 
continue in the home, and festive foods are shared. 
The evening ends with a piñata in the shape of star. 
 
 The tradition continues each evening with a 
different house as the chosen Posadas. The last 
night—Christmas Eve—usually features a midnight 
Mass. The nine days of Las Posadas is more than just 
a feel-good tradition: It deepens faith and      
strengthens ties within the community at a holy time. 
 
 Just as Mary and Joseph faced the cold    
weather—and even colder innkeepers that night—
participants brave the elements in bringing their love 
for the Christ Child to their streets. Las Posadas isn’t 
about being somber and still during Christmas: It’s 
about pilgrims and a pilgrimage, rousing song, prayer 
and deep faith—all of it in motion. 
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Look at the Humility of God... 

Humility brings God’s favour and blessings. God loves those who reflect His humility.  
He promises first positions in heaven for those who are willing to be like Him;  

humbly loving and serving others without selfish motives.  

Advent Reflection  
By Fr. David Convertino, ofm 
 
Imagine that you just finished your day's work and have settled in      
to watch the news, when an angel appears, telling you that you       
are graced, that God has chosen you for a special mission. How would 
you respond? While we are unlikely to experience an angelic            
announcement, God has graced each of us with a particular mission. 
Remember how God got you through some small and large challenges 
and give thanks, acknowledging that, as the angel told Mary, “Nothing 
is impossible with God.”  
 
Please support the Friars! 


